
 MONDAY    27 - 7 - 2020 2

New Drass, July 27:   
Glowing tributes were paid to the 

soldiers who fought the Kargil War 
as India on Sunday celebrated the 
21st anniversary of its victory, with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi saying 
the world had witnessed the country’s 
strength and the valour of its armed 
forces when Pakistan tried to “back-
stab” it.   

 Defense Minister Rajnath Singh 
too used the occasion to assert that if 
an enemy attacks our country, we have 
shown, as in Kargil, we will give a 
befitting response” and this sentiment 
is as strong today as it was 21 years 
ago.   

 “We are a peace loving country, 
but we are ready to take any big step 
that is required to defend our national 

unity and sovereignty, he said in re-
marks which come in the backdrop of 
the ongoing standoff with China along 
the Ladakh borders.   

 Wreaths were laid at various me-
morials across the country by leaders 
and senior officers of the three ser-
vices to commemorate the victory of 
Indian armed forces after a 60-day war 
against the Pakistan Army intruders in 
the Kargil, Drass and Batalik sectors 
in 1999.   

 Defense Minister Singh, along with 
Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin 
Rawat and the three service chiefs, 
paid homage to the bravehearts, who 
laid down their lives in Operation Vi-
jay’, at the National War Memorial in 
the national capital.   

India celebrates 21st anniversary of Kargil victory

New outbreak in Austria

Jerusalem, July 27:   
Israeli Foreign Min-

ister Gabi Ashkenazi 
yesterday called Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar during which 
he pledged to strengthen 
collaboration between the 
two countries in the fight 
against coronavirus as a 
high-level Israeli delega-
tion left for New Delhi 
to jointly develop rapid 
testing for COVID-19 in 
under 30 seconds.   

The Israeli foreign 
minister thanked his 
Indian counterpart for 
New Delhi’s assistance 

in these efforts and also 
“agreed to meet as soon 
as possible”.   

 Jaishankar earlier 
tweeted saying that the 
“India-Israel partnership 
is currently focussed on 
combating the #COVID 
challenge. Even as it 
does, the larger agenda 
of cooperation continues 
to move forward”.   

The high level Israeli 
delegation led by the Di-
rectorate of Defense Re-
search and Development 
(DDR&D) in the Israel 
Ministry of Defense left 
for India on two flights 

Isreali  team on way to Delhi to 
develop  COVID-19 quick testing

New York, July 27:  
Protests took a violent 

turn in several US cit-
ies overnight, with dem-
onstrators squaring off 
against agents outside 
a federal courthouse in 
Portland, Oregon, forc-
ing police in Seattle 
to retreat into a station 
house and setting fire to 
vehicles during unrest in 
California and Virginia.  

 A protester in Austin, 
Texas, who was appar-
ently armed with a rifle 
was shot and killed af-
ter witnesses say he ap-
proached a car that had 
driven through a march 
against police violence.  

And someone was shot 
and wounded in Aurora, 
Colorado, after a car 
drove through a protest 
there, authorities said.  

The unrest Satur-
day and early Sunday 

stemmed from the weeks 
of protests over racial 
injustice and the police 
treatment of people of 
color that flared up af-
ter the May 25 death of 
George Floyd in Minne-
apolis. Floyd, who was 
Black and handcuffed, 
died after a white police 
officer used his knee to 
pin down Floyd’s neck 
for nearly eight minutes 
while Floyd begged for 
air.  

In Seattle, police of-
ficers retreated into a 
precinct station early 
Sunday, hours after large 
demonstrations in the 
city’s Capitol Hill neigh-
borhood.  

At a late-night news 
conference, Seattle police 
Chief Carmen Best called 
for peace.  

In Portland, thousands 
of people gathered Satur-

Police, protesters clash as US cities endure violent weekend

Islamabad, July 27:   
Pakistan and China 

have concluded a secret 
deal to expand poten-
tial bio-warfare capabili-
ties, including running 
research projects related 
to the deadly anthrax, an 
Australian media report 
has alleged, prompting 
Pakistan to dismiss it as 
a politically motivated 
and fake story.   

In an article published 
on July 23, Australia’s 
investigative newspaper 
The Klaxon said China’s 
Wuhan Institute of Virol-
ogy has signed a covert 
three-year deal with Pak-

istan military’s Defense 
Science and Technology 
Organization (DESTO) 
to collaborate research 
in “emerging infectious 
diseases”.   The Wuhan 
Institute of Virology 
has drawn the interna-
tional spotlight in recent 
months because the novel 
coronavirus is thought to 
have originated in Wu-
han. There had been 
speculation the disease 
may have emerged from 
that laboratory, however 
most experts have since 
discounted the theory.   

In a statement on Sun-
day, the Pakistan Foreign 

Pak dismisses Oz story of pact 

with China on bio-warfare

New Delhi, July 27:  
The count of corona-

virus cases in India has 
crossed 14 lakh-mark on 
Sunday, with many states 
continuing to see a daily 
spike in infections. As per 
the Union Health Ministry 
data, the number of coro-
navirus stood at 13,85,522 
on Sunday. According 
to the data analyzed by 
HT, Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh, West Bengal, 
and Bihar are going to 
face the risk of becom-
ing the new hot spots of 
COVID-19 in India.  
Maharashtra, Tamil 

Nadu and Delhi became 
the hotspots in the first 
four months of the spread 
of coronavirus in the 
country. In order to iden-
tify the new hotspots of 
coronavirus, HT analyzed 
data from India ‘s 20 
most populated regions, 
looking for three factors 
- increasing positivity 
rate, rise of daily cases, 

and low tests performed 
per million residents - 
that have identified all 
hotspots globally.  
Delhi is the only area in 

the country that showed a 
consistent turnaround with 
performance improving 
on the above said three 
parameters. Both Maha-
rashtra and Tamil Nadu 
have stepped up their 
testing, but continue to 
record more number of 
positive cases.  
T e l a n g a n a ,  U t t a r 

Pradesh, and Gujarat have 
increased their doubling 
rate over the period of 
June 26 to July 25th but 
remain low on testing. 
Andhra Pradesh reports 
the worst doubling rate 
of all states in the coun-
try, followed by Kerala 
and Karnataka. However, 
more than 21,000 new 
COVID-19 cases have 
been reported by Sunday 
evening in Maharashtra, 
Tamil Nadu, and Kar-

Bihar, West Bengal, Karnataka 
emerge as COVID-19 hotspots

Teen dies in Tanjore  
A 15-year-old girl from Tanjore was amongst the 

patients who died without any comorbidities due to 
COVID-19, as per Sunday’s bulletin. � e minor had been 
admitted to the Tanjore Medical College and Hospital on 
July 19 at 3 pm. She was found to have been COVID-19 
positive on the same day and died a day later. � e cause 
for her death includes the infection, COVID Myocarditis 
and cardiogenic shock. 

nataka.  
Karnataka registered 

more number of coro-
navirus cases on Sun-
day, but the rest of the 
southern states with high 
daily caseloads (Tamil 
Nadu, Kerala, and Andhra 
Pradesh) saw marginal 
dips compared to the 
previous days.  
Chennai, meanwhile, 

recorded a total of 1155 
cases on July 26, taking 
the city’s total to 94,695 
cases. Chengalpattu re-
corded the second high-
est number of cases on 
Sunday with 501 cases. 

Thiruvallur district re-
corded 480 cases while 
Virudhunagar reported 
385 cases on the same 
day. Ranipet district re-
corded 367 cases while 
Kancheepuram recorded 
363 cases.   
The lowest number of 

cases were recorded in 
Namakkal (9), Karur (12), 
Tiruppur (32), Ariyalur 
(27) , Nilgiris (25) and 
Perambalur districts (26).   
India’s tally of con-

firmed COVID-19 cases 
has crossed  the 14-lakh 
markon Sunday.

Teen dies in Tanjore  
A 15-year-old girl from Tanjore was amongst the 

patients who died without any comorbidities due to 
COVID-19, as per Sunday’s bulletin. � e minor had been 
admitted to the Tanjore Medical College and Hospital on 
July 19 at 3 pm. She was found to have been COVID-19 
positive on the same day and died a day later. � e cause 
for her death includes the infection, COVID Myocarditis 
and cardiogenic shock. 
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A popular resort town in Austria has ordered res-
taurants and clubs to close early and urged people to 
avoid going out as it grapples with a new outbreak 
of the coronavirus. A news agency reported Sunday 
that hundreds of people have already been tested in 
the town of St. Wolfgang, east of Salzburg, after the 
outbreak was first detected Friday.   

 At least 44 of those have tested positive, at least 
26 whom are interns working in the tourism industry, 
Austria’s Kurier newspaper reported. They’re thought 
to have become infected while partying in the town’s 
bars, two of which have now been temporarily closed 
to prevent further spread.All have been ordered to 
close no later than 11 p.m. until further notice, the 
Kurier reported.   

Death toll reaches 155   
The death toll in Australia due to the coronavirus 

rose to 155 on Sunday, with the country’s second 
most populous state Victoria registering a record 
10 fatalities in the last 24 hours, health officials 
said. Seven men and three women died since Satur-
day while 12 more people succumbed to COVID-19 
since Friday, taking the state’s death toll to 71, the 
highest in the country so far.   

 State Premier Daniel Andrews, in a press brief-
ing, said that 459 new cases have been registered 
from Saturday. A total of 228 Victorians were being 
treated in hospitals for the coronavirus and 42 were 
in the intensive care unit. Andrews said that a man 
in his 40s was the youngest to die from the virus in 
the state since the pandemic began.  

New cases in South Korea  
South Korea has reported 25 newly confirmed 

cases of COVID-19, bringing its national caseload 
to 14,175 infections and 299 deaths. South Korea’s 
Centrrs for Disease Control and Prevention on Mon-
day said 16 of the new cases were tied to people 
arriving from abroad. The country in past days have 
reported dozens of cases among crew members of 
a Russia-flagged cargo ship docked in the southern 
port of Busan and hundreds of South Korean con-
struction workers airlifted from virus-ravaged Iraq.   

Among the nine local transmissions, eight were 
from the Seoul metropolitan area, which has been 
at the centre of a virus resurgence since late May. 
Health authorities have scrambled to stem transmis-
sions linked to various places and groups, including 
churches, welfare centrrs, restaurants and door-to-
door salespeople.  

Florida 2nd highest in US  
Florida surpassed New York over the weekend as 

the state with the second-most coronavirus cases in 
the US, as more than 9,300 new cases were reported 
in the Sunshine State on Sunday, accompanied by 
an additional 78 new deaths. Florida’s 423,855 coro-
navirus cases as of Sunday were surpassed only by 
California’s 453,659 cases.   

 With 39.5 million residents, California has al-
most double the population of Florida’s 21.4 million 
inhabitants. California is the nation’s most populous 
state, followed by Texas, Florida and New York. 
New York, once the epicentre of the virus in the US, 
had 411,736 coronavirus cases. The state has 19.4 
million residents. 

Chengdu, July 27:   
The American flag has been taken down at a US 

consulate in southwestern China, according to state 
media, as officials vacate the premises under order 
of the Chinese government.   

State broadcaster CCTV said on its social media 
account that the flag was lowered at 6.18 am on 
Monday at the US mission in Chengdu, the capital 
of Sichuan provine.   

Police have closed off a two to three block area 
around the consulate, cutting off virtually any view 
of the property. Vehicles could be seen moving in 
the distance behind multiple police lines.   

China ordered the closing of the consulate on 
Friday in retaliation for a U.S. order to close the 
Chinese Consulate in Houston.   

The tit-for-tat closings marked a significant escala-
tion in the tensions between the two countries over a 
range of issues, including trade, technology, security 
and human rights.  

A man who tired to unfurl a large placard late 
Sunday that he called an open letter to the Chinese 
government was quickly taken away.   

US Chengdu Mission 
vacated, flag lowered

Office (FO) described 
the article as a politically 
motivated and fake story 
and said it was composed 
of distortion of facts and 
fabrications that quote 
anonymous sources.   

“There is nothing se-
cret about the Bio-Safety 
Level-3 (BSL-3) Labora-
tory of Pakistan referred 
to in the report. Pakistan 
has been sharing infor-
mation about the facility 
with the States Parties to 
the Biological and Tox-
ins Weapons Convention 
(BTWC) in its submis-
sion of Confidence Build-
ing Measures,” the FO 
said.  It said the facil-
ity is meant for diagnos-
tic and protective system 
improvement by Research 
and Development on 
emerging health threats, 
surveillance and disease 
outbreak investigation.   
Pakistan strictly abides 
by its BTWC obligations 
and has been one of the 
most vocal supporters 
for a strong verification 
mechanism to ensure full 
compliance by the states 
and parties to the conven-
tion, the FO said.  The 
BTWC is a 1975 multi-
lateral disarmament treaty 
banning the production 
of chemical and biologi-
cal weapons.   Quoting 
anonymous intelligence 
sources, The Klaxon said 
the China-funded project 
has conducted success-
ful soil sampling tests to 
isolate Bacillus Thuringi-
ensis (BT), which has 
a striking similarity to 
Bacillus Anthracis - or 
anthrax, a classified bio-
warfare agent. 

on Sunday.   
The delegation will 

complete a series of tests 
to determine the effec-
tiveness of several Israeli 
technologies developed 
for the rapid diagnosis 
of COVID-19. These 
solutions may identify 
the presence of the vi-
rus rapidly, often within 
minutes.   

 The delegation in-
cludes approximately 20 
experts in various fields, 
from the Ministries of 
Defense, Foreign Affairs 
and Health, as well as 
from the Israeli Defence 
Forces and various in-
dustries involved in the 
development of the diag-
nostic solutions. day evening for another 

night of protests over 

George Floyd’s killing 

and the presence of fed-

eral agents recently sent 

to the city by President 

Donald Trump.  

Protesters breached a 

fence surrounding the 

city’s federal courthouse 

building where the agents 

have been stationed.  In 

the Texas capital of 

Austin, a protester was 

shot and killed Saturday 

night after witnesses say 

he approached a car that 

had driven through a 

march against police vio-

lence.  In Oakland, Cali-

fornia, protesters set fire 

to a courthouse, damaged 

a police station, broke 

windows, spray-painted 

graffiti, shot fireworks 

and pointed lasers at of-

ficers after a peaceful 

demonstration Saturday 

evening turned to unrest, 

police said.  
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